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Aide Says

U2 Stand Worst U S. D]ploma y Error, lke

Assogiated Priee
An Eisenhower Adminisira-
tion press official says Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eicenhower's

public assumption of responsi-’

lulity for the U2 spy flighis
destroyed one of tiie greatest
opportunities in America’s
diplematic history

Aadrew Berdiug. an «
ani secretary of -tate tor pun
lie affairs dumny the firal
fouvr yvears of the Eisenlower
Admimstration. severely orili
givs U. S hoadling of the
PO . -

NS

May, 1960, U2 madent o a
houk, “Foreign Affairs
and You”
Berding's i
that Dby shotl ter ol tespons,
ility for the spy thzhts over
Russia, My, Eisennower lost
the rard prize of a visy lu
the Soviei Luion
A Ewsenhower
said, would have hoen able to
conduet a triumphal tour as
combination U, 5 President
and war hero that no other

new

PEOITNISe 1y

Berding.

‘pleted his irip to-Japan; alhesdiouw Aides,

Prosident could do 1n  the! wisdom: and Republican Rich-
foreseeable future. Fani M. Nixon mxght have won
Picturing this as a disas-ithe 1960 presidential cam
trous turning point in Eisen-fpugn in waich U..S. leader-
hower era fureign relations, {ship was an issue.
Berding suggests that if Mr.i In a chapter entitled “Prag-
Eisenhower had kept awayiedy at the Top,” ng says
from the U-2 affair, as govern- ladee to M- Else er to
ments traditionally do whenilassume U2 responpsibility
:heir -pies are caught, the'came from a combinstion of
President also covld have eom-;btate Depsrtment and White
He said press,
would not have raised serious handling pf the incideat wss
questions  about  America’s’ adlsas’el" pilmvbeembu
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